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Lowe 's and Habitat for Human!tv volunteers clean up some of the front

vards at the King Arthurs Mobile Home Estates on Saturday,
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- 90volunteers of
, all ages helped
‘  spruceupa

.. mobile home

g+ park in Riverside.
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4, thurs Mobile Home Estates
awhu were up early Satur-
; fo,day morning might have
noticed the hum of activity
emanating from the area
argund the clubhouse.
4 Alittle before 8 a.um., some
+ ‘o0 volunteers were in the
i3 process  of pgathering to
clean, trim, rake and paint -
rin general, spruce up - 15 re-
» | sidences at the mobite home
;nrlq just & stone's throw
¢ from the60 freewaynearthe
17 9linterchange in Riverside.
hf The project was coordi-

¥ 'manity, which is no stran-
iger to the neighborhood.
“This is one of the parks
A we regularly work i in,” said
£ Rathy Michalak, executive
5= director of the local Habitat
(8 ~ion Humanity chapter. “We
& have a really good relation-
**%hip with this park.”

* More than half of the vo-
s ‘lunteers were employees of
"ane s stores. Myrna Vegn,
a Lowe's store manager,
“ helped coordinate the pro-
ject and gather the volun-
teers.

“We love going out into
the communities, not enly
where we work but also
where we live,” Vepa said.
“So we can help people love
where they live.”

Other volunteers came
from Habitat for Hurnanity
chapters at Ramona High
School and UC Riverside.
Funding for the project in-
cluded a $25,000 grant from
Lowe's for Habitat’s Women
Build Week program.

Michalak referred to this
a5 a minor operation.
Crews painted mailboxes,
trimmed bushes, pulled
weeds from flower beds and
raked rock gardens.

The term one of the
Lowe's volunteers used to
describe the effort was
“eurb appeal.”

As the crews hit the q

streets, Mike Buchanan
took charge of a handful of
high school students paint-

Residents o!' King Ar- B

b of nat.ed by Habitat For Hu-

Habltat for Humanity volunteers Vlvlan Muniz, 19, and Sherl Wijegqunawar-
dena, 21, paint a mailbox at the mobile home park in Riverside.
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The community's assistant manager estimated that nea

through the efforts of Habltat for Humanity and its partners.

Volunteer Fellcla Sinquimani sweeps up one of the front
yards at the King Arthurs Mobile Home Estates,

ing mailboxes.
| The 58-year-old Moreno
Valley resident is a profes-
sional maintenance man:
painting, landscaping, you
name it.
Buchanan has a profes-

i sional's eye for detail, in-

structing the crew as it
taped off the postand wood
platform on which the mail-
box sat, and demonstrating

proper spray-painting tech-
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Lowe's and Habltat for Humanity volunteers clean up
some of the front yards on Saturday.

nigue. _
Apply the paint lightly.
Don't hold the nozzle too
close. Let it: dry. Then go ov-
erit again.
“Everything’s done ﬁlmyou

maoved on to the next house on
the block. “You want it done
neat. You want to scrape (the

flaking paint). You want to
make sure there’s no biack on

riy half of the 201 units.at K!nq Arthurs Moblle Home Estates have been repainted
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“And whenyou leave, you
wantto clean up your mess.
Even though it takes a little
bitlonger.”

Michalak said that Habi-
tat for Humanity has con-
ducted house-painting pro-
jects at the mobile home
park in the past through its
“A Brush With Kindness”
program. Louie Sanchez,
the community's assistant
manager, estimated that
nearly half of the park’s 201
units have been repainted.

“The park looks so diffe-
rent now than it did five
years ago,” Michalak said.

Park resident Derrell
Duncan, 87, came out to
check on the wvolunteers
working on the unit next to
his. Noticing they were hav-
ing a little trouble i
the top of an 8-foot bush, he
offered'the crew his ladder.

Duncan, a retired electri-
cian, appreciated the effort.

“It makes everything
look nedter,” he said.
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